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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  
  
  
Creative Writing is a course that rigorously develops the craft of writing.  The genres analyzed and developed in a workshop atmosphere are:  poetry, 
short stories, plays, and children’s literature.  Students create a project for these genres during each marking period.  Students maintain a journal and 
confer with the teacher regularly about individual writing development.  A book of poetry, a short story, a one-act play, and a children’s book complete 
an end of year portfolio.  This course of study attempts to present such a program.  
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are 
administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter 
courses and semester courses.  
  
This revision addresses the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English and the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Technology.  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM  
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed.  
  
  
  
   

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION  
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the 
content, the texts and the instruction inherent in this course.  
  
    
 

 MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 

For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS  
  
  
The student will:  
  
1. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of concepts of poetic sound and meaning.  

2. demonstrate the ability to use various sound devices.  

3. demonstrate the ability to use the senses by creating vivid images and by using similes, metaphors and personification.  

4. acquire knowledge and understand of rhythmical elements within poems.  

5. demonstrate the ability to write poems, given the characteristics and formative concepts of poetry.  

6. create suspense by providing essential conflict and imaginary consequences.  

7. acquire knowledge and understanding of character conflict.  

8. apply an understanding of character by writing character and autobiographical sketches.  

9. apply techniques of description, dialogue, plot complications, conflict and climax.  

10. create characters given categories of dialogue, gesture, physical appearance and values.  

11. write dialogue and construct a one-act play given the characteristics and formative concepts of poetry.  

12. employ a variety of revision and editing strategies.  
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OUTLINE OF CONTENT  
In the Unit of studies in the Outline of Content, a section titled, “Technical Vocabulary,” is included.  During the study of the literary genres, teachers 
may engage students in discussions and in various reading and writing activities that lead students to how the literary term is used and employed.  
  
I. INTRODUCTION – FREEING UP THE MIND/PEN  

A. Required Reading   
B. Technical Vocabulary  

1. journal  
2. free writing  
3. writer’s block  

  
II. UNIT ONE – POETRY  

• What is a good poem?  
• What makes a good poem?  

A. Required Reading   
B. Suggested Viewing – “Language of Life Series”  
C. Technical Vocabulary  

1. explication  
2. stanza  
3. rhyme scheme  
4. rhythm; metrics 5. various forms:  

a. complete  
b. haiku  
c. tanka  
d. epigram  
e. epitaph  
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f. limerick  
g. triolet  
h. concrete poetry  
i. free verse  

  
6. figurative language   

a. metaphor  
b. simile  
c. alliteration  
d. assonance  
e. consonance  
f. personification  
g. onomatopoeia  
h. allusion  
i. oxymoron  
j. hyperbole  
k. imagery  

  
III. UNIT TWO – SHORT STORY  

• What is a short story?  
• What makes a good short story?  

A. Required Reading - select short stories  
B. Suggested Viewing  

1. “Rashomon”  
2. “Stranger Than Fiction”  
3. “All Summer in a Day”, Ray Bradbury   

C. Technical Language  
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1. exposition  
2. characterization  
3. point of view  
4. setting  
5. foreshadowing  
6. conflict  
7. climax  
8. denouement  
9. resolution  
10. flashback  

  
IV. UNIT THREE – DRAMA  

• What is a one-act play?  
• What makes a good one-act play?  

A. Required Reading - select one-act plays   
B. Suggested Viewing  

1. “Streetcar”  
2. “Virginia Woolf”  

C. Technical Language  
1. blocking  
2. stage directions  
3. setting  
4. choreography  
5. dialogue  
6. monologue  
7. soliloquy  
8. dramatic irony  
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9. protagonist  
10. antagonist  
11. tragic hero  
12. anti-hero  
13. improvisation  

    
  
V. CHILDREN’S LITERATURE  

A. Required Reading – children’s stories  
B. Technical Language  

1. rhyme  
2. meter  
3. repetition  
4. morals/themes  

C. Today vs. Yesterday  
D. Grimm vs. Disney  

  
  
VI. INDEPENDENT STUDY  

will explore a genre of choice and create a project in that genre.  Choice can be:  
1. poetry  
2. short story  
3. drama  
4. nonfiction  
5. memoir  
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GRADING PROCEDURES  
          
MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS        
(Tests/Projects/Presentations/Writing)  

                   50%  

Shared Inquiry    Writing process Pieces        
Reading projects    Revised Writing        
Oral Presentations    Literary Analysis paper        
Novel Tests    Timed Essay        
Research Process    Research Paper        
Technology Presentations    NJASK/HSPA Writing        
Creative Writing Pieces  
                                                                     

  Metacognitive Reflections        

MINOR ASSIGNMENTS                          35%  
Reader Response    Reading Logs        
Journals    NJASK/HSPA Preparation        
Article Annotations    Quizzes        
Reading Projects  
  

  Vocabulary        

CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK                         15%  
Online Activities    Class Discussions        
Group work    Journals        
Vocabulary    Reading Comprehension Checks       
Literature Circles    Literary Letters       
Discussion Questions    Creative Writing Pieces       
  
 
RMW  
In-Class Essays and Joint/Individual Exercises/Projects                                  20%  
HSPA Practice Tests                                                                                         20%  
Daily Work/Effort                                                                                     30% Engagement in Class/Participation                                                              30%  
  

 Final Grade – Full Year Course  

Full Year Course  
• Each marking period shall count as 20% of the final 

grade (80% total).   

The midterm assessment will count as 10% of the final grade, and the final assessment will count as 10% of the final 
grade.   
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES   

  

Course: ENG700  Title:  CREATIVE WRITING  
  

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course.  
  
The student will:  
  

1. employ aspects of the writing process to develop creativity. (2)  
2. write a descriptive piece taken from a dream or memory. (4)  
3. demonstrate an understanding of rhythmical elements within poetry. (9)  
4. write a dialogue. (22)  
5. write a dialogue that shows at least four elements about each person in the dialogue, for example:  age, sex, interests, occupation, 

temperament, and outlook. (15)  
6. write a monologue. (21)  
7. write a list of descriptive words and phrases which would be effective in expressing a specific emotion:  hate, displeasure, apathy, love, etc. (3)  
8. write a passage in which the student creates a character’s inner life. (17)  
9. improve diction and style. (5)  
10. write a 150 – 200 word passage that shows a person in a situation of conflict. (16)  
11. write a variety of poems illustrating the characteristics and formative aspects of poetry. (16)   
12. utilize various modes of writing. (10)  
13. write a descriptive paragraph. (19)  
14. use a variety of sources for writing.  (20)  
15. write two extended metaphors. (7)   
16. employ a variety of revision and editing strategies. (20)  
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17. write a dramatic scene. (8)  
18. be prepared to brainstorm and to use creative association to uncover ideas. (11)  
19. apply techniques of description, dialogue, plot complication, conflict and climax. (24)  
20. create characters given categories of dialogue, gestures, physical appearance and values. (1)  
21. demonstrate an understanding of character development techniques. (12)  
22. write a dialogue and construct a one-act play given characters, setting, complications and crisis. (13)  
23. demonstrate an understanding of character conflict. (18)  
24. write dialogue and construct a one-act play given characters, setting complications and crisis.  (23)   
25. write a dramatic one-act play (10 to 15 pages). (14)   
26. write a children’s book.(25)  
27. bring in a favorite children’s book. (26)                                          
28. explore the conventions of children’s literature language. (27)  
29. observe a children’s film for visual conventions. (28)  
  
  
  
  

(#)  Number in parentheses indicate correlation with the course proficiencies  
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I.  INTRODUCTION – FREEING UP THE MIND/PEN  
 Essential Question(s):  How does writing shape our world?   

 Enduring Understanding(s):  Creative writing is a mixture of creativity and revision.  
  
INTRODUCTION – FREEING UP THE MIND/PEN   

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

1. be prepared to brainstorm and to 
use creative association to 
uncover ideas.  (20)  

W.11-12.5  • use pictures and music to 
free-write.  

  

Teacher evaluation of  
journals  

  

2. employ aspects of the writing 
process to develop creativity.   
(1)  

W.9-10.5  • use creative techniques 
such as free-writing, 
brainstorming, listing and 
clustering to generate 
ideas.  

Prewriting activities  
  
  
  
  

  

3. write a list of descriptive words 
and phrases which would be 
effective in expressing a specific 
emotion, e.g., hate, displeasure, 
apathy, love, etc.  (7)  

W.11-12.4c 
W.9-10.5c  

• associate concrete verbs 
with an emotion.  

Clarity of description  
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4. write a descriptive piece taken 
from a dream or memory. (2)  

W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c 
W.9-10.3d  
W.9-10.3e  
W.9-10.4  
W.9-10.5  
W.9-10.10  
L.9-10.1a  
L.9-10.1b  
L.9-10.2a  

• share a favorite memory and 
record specific 
information in journals.  

  
  
  
  
  

Journal entries    

INTRODUCTION – FREEING UP THE MIND/PEN    
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ ASSESSMENT  TEACHER NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

 L.9-10.2b  
L.9-10.2c  
L.9-10.3  

   

5. improve diction and style. (9)  W.9-10.5  
W.9-10.10  
W.9-10.3a  

• select ten people they 
know and write a 
paragraph description for 
each of them.  

• describe a life-changing 
moment.  

Descriptive paragraphs  
  
  
  
Samples of students’ writing  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  II.  UNIT ONE – POETRY  
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 Essential Question(s):  What constitutes a good poem?   

 Enduring Understanding(s):  A good poem is a combination of thought, imagery, poetic devices and meaning.  
  
UNIT ONE - POETRY      

CONTENT OUTLINE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

7. explore a different point-ofview.  
(15)  

W.9-10.4  
L.9-10.1b  
L.9-10.2c  

• assume the role of one 
object in the room and 
describe the world as you 
see it.  

Poem  
  
  
  

  

8. write two extended metaphors.   
(17)  

W.9-10.10  
L.9-10.5a  
L.9-10.5b  

• compose a 14 line freeverse 
cinquain to illustrate 
opposing situations.  

Samples of students’ poetry  
  
  
  

  

9. demonstrate an understanding of 
rhythmical elements within 
poetry. (3)  

RL.11-12.4  
RL.11-12.5  

• choose a favorite poem, 
identify its rhythmical 
pattern, and explain how 
it works effectively.  

Oral presentation  
  
  
  

  

10. write a variety of poems 
illustrating the characteristics 
and formative aspects of  
poetry. (12)  

W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c  
W.9-10.3d  

• after studying the form of a 
poem, create their own 
haiku, concrete poem, 
triolet, etc.  

Samples of students’ poems  
  
  
  

  

11. employ a variety of revision and 
editing strategies. (18)  

W.9-10.5  • after receiving feedback 
from the teacher/student 
conferences and peer 
conferences, revise their 
poems.  

Teacher will assess ability of 
student to employ feedback 
to improve poems  
  
  

  

  III.  UNIT TWO – SHORT STORIES  
 Essential Question(s):  What makes a good short story?   
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 Enduring Understanding(s):  Short stories explore the relationship and development of internal and external conflict.  
  
UNIT TWO – SHORT STORIES  

CONTENT OUTLINE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

12. apply techniques of description, 
dialogue, plot, complication, 
conflict and climax. (21)  

W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c 
W.9-10.3d  
W.9-10.3e  
8.1.12.A.2  

• write a series of short 
fiction each devoted to an 
element of short stories 
i.e., conflict,  
character  
  

Samples of student writing  
  
  
  
  
  

  

13. create characters given 
categories of dialogue, gestures, 
physical appearance and values. 
(22)  

W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c 
W.9-10.3d  
W.9-10.3e  
8.1.12.A.2  

• generate a list of characters 
archetypes or stereotypes 
and write descriptions 
that challenge them  

Read each other’s  
  
  
  
  
  

  

14. demonstrate an understanding 
of character conflict. (25)  

W.9-10.3b  
8.1.12.A.2  

• observe and record an 
argument in a film.  

Writing samples  
  

  

15. write a dialogue that shows at 
least four elements about each 
person in the dialogue, for 
example: age, sex, interests, 
occupation, temperament and  
outlook. (5)  

W.9-10.3b 
L.9-10.2c  

• use photos of two people 
taken from Stop Look and 
Write, and write dialogue 
that addresses these 
characteristics.  

Writing samples    

16. write a passage that shows a 
person in a situation of conflict.  
(11)  

W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c  

• write a scene about an 
argument they remember 
having with  

Students’ short stories  
  
  

  

 

UNIT TWO – SHORT STORIES  
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CONTENT OUTLINE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

 W.9-10.3d  
8.1.12.A.2  

another person.  They 
write the scene from the 
point-of-view of the 
other person.  

  
  
  
  

 

17. write a passage in which 
students create a character’s  
inner life. (8)  

W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c  
W.9-10.3d  

• write a monologue showing 
a person making a difficult 
decision.  

Performance.  
  
  
  

  

18. demonstrate an understanding 
of character development 
techniques.  (23).  

W.9-10.3b  • write a character sketch 
describing that character 
through his/her  
movements and reactions.  

Read sketches to class.  
Audience describes back to 
author what kind of person 
the character is.  
  

  

19. utilize various modes of writing.  
(13)  

W.11-12.4  
W.9-10.10  
8.1.12.A.2  

• write a fictional interview 
with character from a 
text read in class.  

• write as a sequel to a 
story we read, a diary of a 
fictional character.  

• take a passage from a 
book and rewrite the 
passage in a different 
style.   

Student interviews  
  
  
Diary entries  
  
  
Samples of student writing  

  

20. use a variety of sources for 
writing. (16)  

W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c 
W.9-10.3d   
W.9-10.3e  

• view a photograph and 
write a story about what 
is happening.  

• find newspaper articles 
and use them as the  

Samples of students’ short  
stories  
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UNIT TWO – SHORT STORIES     
CONTENT OUTLINE  

(Number in parentheses indicate 
correlation with the course proficiencies)  

Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  
EVALUATION/ ASSESSMENT  TEACHER NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

 8.2.12.B.1  basis for a short story.     
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IV.  UNIT THREE – DRAMA  
 Essential Question(s):  What constitutes a good one act play?   

 Enduring Understanding(s):  Plays must include a distinct conflict and memorable characters that wrestle with that conflict?  
  
UNIT THREE – DRAMA   

CONTENT OUTLINE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

21. write a monologue.  (6)  W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c 
W.9-10.3d  
W.9-10.3e  
L.9-10.2c  

• write a monologue in 
which the character speaks 
to the audience about a 
given topic, but through his 
words reveals himself as a 
person.  

• direct each other in 
performance of the 
monologue.  

Student assessment  
  
  
  
  
  

  

22. write a dialogue.  (4)  W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c 
W.9-10.3d  
L.9-10.2c  

• improvise of  conflict.  
• perform dialogue adding 

appropriate stage 
movement, mannerisms 
and voice inflections.  

Students reflect  
  
  
  
  

  

23. write dialogue and construct a 
one-act play given characters, 
setting complications and crisis.   
(24)  

W.9-10.2c  
W.9-10.3a  
W.9-10.3b  
W.9-10.3c  
W.9-10.3d  
  

• improvisation of hidden 
conflict.  Student knows 
who and where, but 
secretly seeks their own 
objective.  

Students will assess each 
other’s plays according to 
entertainment value and 
development of characters, 
setting, complications and 
crisis.  

  

24. write a dramatic one-act play (10 
to 15 pages).  (19)  

W.9-10.3a 
W.9-10.3b  

• write a dramatic scene in 
which stage movements  

Students act out each other’s 
scenes  
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UNIT THREE – DRAMA      
CONTENT OUTLINE  

(Number in parentheses indicate 
correlation with the course proficiencies)  

Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  
EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

 W.9-10.3c  
8.1.12.A.2  
  

are included (upstage, 
center, right, left, 
downstage).  

• direct an original play, 
casting roles and 
developing characters.  
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V.  UNIT FOUR – CHILDREN’S LITERATURE  
 Essential Question(s):  What is timely Children’s Literature?   

 Enduring Understanding(s):  Quality children’s literature is a combination of rhythmic language and the visual representation of thought.  
  
UNIT FOUR – CHILDREN’S LITERATURE    

CONTENT OUTLINE  
(Number in parentheses indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies)  
Standards  SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT  

TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

25. write a children’s book.  W.9-10.2  
W.9-10.3a-e  
W.9-10.4 
W.9-10.5  
W.9-10.6  
8.2.12.C.6  

• write a piece of illustrated 
children’s literature.  

Round- table reading    

26. bring in a favorite children’s 
book.  

RL.11-12.3-6  • read their books out loud to 
the class  

Rug time    

27. explore the conventions of 
children’s literature language.  

L.11-12.1-6  • annotate the figurative 
language, i.e., link the 
metaphors, phrases found 
in book for “Found Poem”.  

Partner share    

28. observe a children’s film for 
visual conventions.  

W.11-12.2a  
W.11-12.6  
8.2.12.E.3  

• view “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar.”  

Student reaction    
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT  
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY  
  

  
  
  
Students will prepare for a reading of their creative poetry at a poetry café or school presentation.  As part of this process, students will participate 
in writing process activities, including teacher-student conferences and peer conferences.  They will utilize teacher and student feedback to revise 
and polish their writing.  Oral readings in class will be utilized to help authors gain a sense of audience.    

  
Students will be assessed for their skills in utilizing feedback to improve their writing.  In addition, they will be evaluated for their oral 
presentations.   
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WRITER RESPONSE RUBRIC  
  
  
  
NAME OF STUDENT:  __________________________________________  
  
  

 CRITERIA   

  EXCEPTIONAL  PROFICIENT  NOVICE  

PREPARATION  

  
Writer clearly communicates 
needs for revision and 
understands impact of writing 
on audience.  

  
Writer communicates needs 
for revision with some 
understanding of impact of 
writing on audience.  

  
Writer struggles to 
communicate needs for 
revision with little 
understanding of impact of 
impact of writing on audience.  
  

FEEDBACK  

  
Accepts feedback from others.  

  
Reluctantly accepts feedback 
from others.  

  
Argues own point of view over 
feedback.  
  

REVISION PROCESS  

  
Effectively makes decisions to 
utilize feedback and revise 
writing.  
  

  
Makes decisions with 
prompting to utilize feedback 
and revise writing.  
  

  
Struggles to make decisions to 
utilize feedback and revise 
writing.  
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PRESENTATION AUDIENCE EVALUATION  

 NAME OF STUDENT:   _________________________________________  
  

CRITERIA    POINTS  
  4  3  2  1    

BODY LANGUAGE  
Movements seemed 
fluid and helped the 
audience visualize  

Made movements or 
gestures that enhanced 
articulation  

Very little movement or 
descriptive gestures  

No movement or 
descriptive gestures  

  
  

________  

EYE CONTACT  
Holds attention of entire 
audience with the use of 
direct eye contact  

Consistent use of direct 
eye contact with 
audience  

Displayed minimal eye 
contact with audience  

No eye contact with 
audience  

  
  

________  

INTRODUCTION 
AND CLOSURE  

Delivers opening and 
closing remarks that 
capture the attention of  
the audience and set the 
mood  

Displays clear 
introductory or closing 
remarks  

Clearly uses either an 
introductory or closing 
remark, but not both  

Does not display clear 
introductory or closing 
remarks  

  
  
  
  

________  

PACING  

Good use of drama and 
meets apportioned time  
interval  

Delivery is patterned, 
but does not meet 
apportioned time 
interval.  

Delivery is in bursts and  
does not meet 
apportioned time 
interval.  

Delivery is either too 
quick or too slow to 
meet apportioned time 
interval.  

  
  
  

________  

POISE  
Poised, clear articulation, 
good posture, 
enthusiasm, confidence  

Clear articulation, but 
not as polished  

Some mumbling, little or 
no expression  

Speaker seemed 
uninterested and 
uncomfortable.  

  
  

________  

VOICE  

Use of fluid speech and 
inflection maintains the 
interest of the audience  
  

Satisfactory use of 
inflection, but does not 
consistently use fluid 
speech  

Displays some level of 
inflection throughout 
delivery  

Consistently uses a 
monotone voice  

  
  
  

________  

 What general comments/suggestions do you have for this student?  
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APPENDIX B RUBRICS  
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NEW JERSEY REGISTERED HOLISTIC SCORING RUBRIC  
 IN SCORING, CONSIDER THE 
GRID OF WRITTEN LANGUAGE    

INADEQUATE COMMAND  
   

LIMITED COMMAND  
   

PARTIAL COMMAND  
   

ADEQUATE COMMAND  
   

STRONG COMMAND  
   

SUPERIOR COMMAND  
SCORE  1   2   3   4   5   6  

CONTENT  
AND  

ORGANIZATION  
  May lack opening and/or 

closing  
  May lack opening and/or 

closing    May lack opening and/or 
closing    Generally has opening 

and/or closing    Opening and closing    Opening and closing  

  Minimal response to  
topic; uncertain focus  

  
  

Attempts to focus  
May drift or shift focus  

  Usually has single focus    Single focus    
  

  

Single focus  
Sense of unity and 
coherence  
Key ideas developed  

  
  
  

Single, distinct focus  
Unified and coherent  
Well-developed  

  No planning evident; 
disorganized  

  
  

Attempts organization  
Few, if any, transitions 
between ideas  

  

  

Some lapses or flaws in 
organization  
May lack some transitions 
between ideas  

  
  

Ideas loosely connected  
Transitions evident  

  

  
  

Logical progression of 
ideas  
Moderately fluent  
Attempts compositional 
risks  

  

  
  

Logical progression of 
ideas  
Fluent, cohesive  
Compositional risks 
successful  

  Details, random,  
inappropriate, or barely 
apparent  

  Details lack elaboration, 
i.e., highlight paper    

  
Repetitious details  
Several unelaborated 
details  

  Uneven development of 
details    Details appropriate and 

varied    Details effective, vivid, 
explicit, and/or pertinent  

USAGE   No apparent control  
 Severe/numerous errors  

  Numerous errors    Errors/patterns of errors 
may be evident    Some errors that do not 

interfere with meaning    Few errors    Very few, if any, errors  

SENTENCE 
CONSTRUCTION    Assortment of incomplete  

and/or incorrect 
sentences  

  

  

Excessive monotony/  
same structure  
Numerous errors  

  
  

Little variety in syntax  
Some errors  

  
  

Some variety  
Generally correct  

  

  

Variety in syntax 
appropriate and effective  
Few errors  

  

  

Precision and/or 
sophistication  
Very few, if any, errors  

MECHANICS    Errors so severe they 
detract from meaning  

  Numerous serious errors    Patterns of errors evident    

  

No consistent pattern of 
errors  
Some errors that do not 
interfere with meaning  

  Few errors    Very few, if any, errors  

  
  
  
  

NON-SCORABLE 
RESPONSES  

NR = No Response  Student wrote too little to allow a reliable 
judgment, of his/her writing.  
  

  

  

  

  
CONTENT/ORGANIZATION  

  
USAGE  

SENTENCE 
CONSTRUCTION    

MECHANICS  
 Communicates intended  

message to intended 
audience  

 Relates to topic  
 Opening and closing  
 Focused  

 Tense formation  
 Subject-verb 

agreement  
 Pronouns usage/ 
agreement  

 Word choice/  
meaning   

 Variety of type, structure 
and length  

 Correct construction  

 Spelling  
 Capitalization  
 Punctuation  

OT = Off Topic/  
  Off Task  

Student did not write on the assigned 
topic/task, or the student attempted to copy 
the prompt.  
  

NE = Not English  Student wrote in a language other than 
English.  
  



 

WF = Wrong Format  Student refused to write on the topic, or the 
writing task folder was blank.     Logical progression of 

ideas  

 Transitions  
 Appropriate details 
and information  

  

Proper Modifiers  

Note:  All unscorable responses (NSRs), with the exception of NR, must be coded by the Scoring Director.  
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NEW JERSEY SPEAKING RUBRIC  
  

  SCORE POINT 1  
INADEQUATE COMMAND  

SCORE POINT 2 LIMITED 
COMMAND  

SCORE POINT 3  
ADEQUATE COMMAND  

SCORE POINT 4  
STRONG COMMAND  

  
  
  
  
  

CONTENT/ORGANIZATION  

• Has little or no focus on 
central idea or topic  

• Offers insufficient or 
unrelated details  

• May have an opening  
or closing  

• May have little or no 
conclusion/opinion  

• Has little or no varied 
sentence structure and 
word choice  

  
  

• Attempts to focus on a 
central idea or topic  

• Lists related details but 
provides no 
elaborations  

• May have an opening  
or closing  

• Attempts to form a 
conclusion/opinion  

• Has little varied 
sentence structure and 
word choice  

• Conveys a central idea 
or topic  

• Provides sufficient 
details; may have some 
elaboration  

• Has an opening or  
closing  

• Includes a conclusion/ 
opinion that is linked 
to central idea or topic  

• May use varied 
sentence structure and 
word choice  

• Maintains clear focus on a 
central idea or topic  

• Elaborates details to 
support central idea  

• Has an opening or closing  
• Includes a clearly stated 

conclusion/opinion that is 
linked to central idea or 
topic  

• Uses varied sentence 
structure and word choice  

  
  
  
  

DELIVERY (SPOKEN)  

• Exhibits little or no 
awareness of audience  

• Speaks too softly or 
loudly with little or no 
expression; gives no 
evidence of pacing or 
intonation  

• Exhibits some 
awareness of audience 
through minimal or 
excessive eye contact 
or gestures  

• Speaks too softly or 
loudly with little or no 
expression; gives little 
evidence of pacing or 
intonation  

• Attends to audience 
through eye contact 
and gestures  

• Speaks audibly with 
expression; attempts 
to use pacing and 
intonation  

• Clearly attends to audience 
through good eye contact 
and gestures  

• Speaks audibly with 
expression; uses pacing 
and intonation effectively  

  NR = No Response  Student refuses or is unable to complete the speaking task.  
    
OT = Off Topic  The topic of the student’s presentation is not linked to the speaking prompt.  

    



 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

APPENDIX C LANGUAGE ARTS SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO  
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LANGUAGE ARTS SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO  
   
COURSE OF STUDY:                   
   
TABLE OF CONTENTS  

  

1. Growth in Writing Entry  
2. Best Writing Process Entry  
3. Reading Process Entry  
4. Technology Entry  
5. Oral Presentation Entry (Optional)  
  
  
GROWTH IN WRITING ENTRY  
  

Selection – Expository Piece of Writing                       
  

  Targeted Skill:   Grade 9  Development of introductory strategies  
        Grade 10  Integrating primary sources  
        Grade 11  Integrating primary and secondary sources  
        Grade 12  Coherence (and adherence) to the thesis statement – attention to diction, clarity, unity  
  
 STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT  

  
1. How did you go about writing this piece?  How did you come up with the topic?  What influenced you as you were working on this piece?  
2. Why did you select each of these pieces in your growth entry?  
3. What did you learn about writing and about yourself as a writer from composing these two pieces?  
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BEST PROCESS PIECE ENTRY   

 Selection – Use of Writing as Process      
               
  
  Target Skill:  Grade 9  Constructing an effective thesis statement  
      Grade 10  Research citations, notecards/quote chart, correct format  
                                                                  Distinguishing between revision and editing  

Grade 11  Revision strategies – delimiting a topic, identifying fallacies, bias, and speculation in revising an                            essay 
and essay’s argument  
Grade 12  Effective revision techniques – synthesize, interpret, employ logical analysis, and form valid                            judgments  

  
List additional pieces included with this entry:  
  
                

                

                

  
  

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT  
  

1. How did you get started on this piece?  How did you decide on a topic?  
2. What happened as you worked on it?  How did you go about writing it?  
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3. How did your ideas about the topic change from the beginning to the end of working on the piece?  
4. What were the hardest decisions to make as you worked on the piece?  How did you make them?  

    
READING PROCESS ENTRY  
  
Titles of pieces of work included with this entry:                        
  
          
  

                               

  Targeted Skills:  Grade 9  Metacognitive response LOGS  
         Grade 10  Using “think-aloud” reading strategies and rubrics to evaluate student responses  
         Grade 11  Using “think-aloud” reading strategies with poetry  
         Grade 12  Dialectic responses  
  

  

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT  
  

1. How did you go about choosing the work samples you have included?  
2. What did you learn about the reading process from doing the work you have submitted?  
3. How does the work you have included show what happens in your mind during the act of reading?  
4. What do the work samples you have included show about your strengths and weaknesses as a reader?  

  

  
TECHNOLOGY ENTRY  
  
Title of work included with this entry:  _________________________________________  
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         Targeted Skill:     Grade 9            Create and manipulate information, independently and/or collaboratively to                                                                   
to solve problems, and design and develop products  
                                       Grade 10          Evaluate information sources for accuracy, relevance, and appropriateness                                        
Grade 11          Make informed choices among technology systems, resources, and services                                                                   in a 
variety of contexts  
                                       Grade 12           Produce a multimedia product using text, graphics, moving images, and sound ORAL PRESENTATION – (Optional)  
  
Title of Presentation:       
  

                  

  Targeted Skill:  Grade 9  Teacher and peer evaluation rubric and a self-reflection  
        Grade 10  Effective use of persuasive speaking techniques in a 4-minute formal presentation  
        Grade 11  Content Skills – develop meaningful messages, details, sources  
          Delivery Skills – tone, voice modulation, eye contact, platform movement  
        Grade 12  Content Skills – clarity, accuracy  
          Delivery Skills – diction, demeanor  
  
  

STUDENT SELF-ASSESSMENT  
  

1. Why did you select this piece for the oral presentation entry?  
2. What did you learn about speaking and about yourself as a speaker from preparing and delivering this oral presentation?  
3. How does this presentation show something about your strengths and weaknesses as a speaker?  
4. What difficulties or challenges did you face as you prepared this oral presentation?  What did you especially enjoy about this task  
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APPENDIX D    NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 

 

3 - English Language Arts 

8 - Technology 

9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 
 

 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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